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On Sept. 21, the Bush administration submitted a proposal to Congress requesting $9 million to
assist Nicaraguan opposition groups in their efforts to win the February 1990 elections. The proposal
includes $4 million for "non-partisan technical support of the election process," and $5 million for
the National Endowment for Democracy to use in Nicaragua to support "the democratic process."
Under the proposal, the US Agency for International Development would provide "$4 million for
election support intended to insure the conduct of free, fair and open elections, through the National
Opposition Union or other grantees for their own purposes." Some of this money could be used for
"contributions to the Supreme Electoral Council," which supervises the campaign and the elections.
The administration proposal said the $4 million could also be used to pay for election monitoring
by the United Nations and former president Jimmy Carter; the use of computers in registering
voters and the ballot count; civic education, and get-out-the-vote efforts. In a letter to congressional
leaders, Secretary of State James Baker stressed "how important it is that we do everything possible
to level the playing field" in an election that "puts an under-financed democratic coalition against
an authoritarian state...In Nicaragua, the Sandinistas are in a box. They either hold a free and
fair election, or they will be exposed to the world as a dictatorship." On the same day, former
president Carter met with President George Bush at the White House to report on his recent visit
to Nicaragua. (See CAU 09/20/89 for report on Carter's activities.) After the briefing, Carter told
reporters he believed the Nicaraguan elections will be fair because "all sides in Nicaragua now have
agreed to participate in the election under the present constitution and laws under an agreement
that was negotiated." Carter said he supported the administration's request for monies to support
the electoral process in Nicaragua. (Basic data from AFP, Notimex, 09/21/89; New York Times,
09/22/89)
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